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ansomed Cubans’ Invasion tory

Reveals Impressmn U. S. Had Role

FOIF‘TbSb

Berrellez
_MIAMI, Dec.

ida’s Cuban exile comp
and men were gathering. ”

They were leavmg
jjobs and families to, t3
‘task which led, for 13
thent, to 20 mqnth A’ P
that would' end thig'wéek in
53-million- dollarh man barter

Reerit tm h |

vear belo i Wébhad'he
gun 1ﬂfor*n.$a11y§€n ‘some make

ol

sional supervisioﬁ‘ 11" others
scattered. throq‘ghout Florida

What was the Americar rolg
in the recruiting and training?

Felix Santlquebam 25, said
“Americany, iad mothing ¢
officially with our recru tm
or training.” 3 |

Impression Given -
‘v"vh

But other prlsoners,
asked that their- name§ hd
withheld, said there Wgﬁ
some Cuban recruiters
zave at least the impressiod
they were representing: ‘th
United States, a ticula
ly the Centrgl Int aﬁhg'@“ﬁ'c
AgeTatp i

They sald n‘n incentive {
recruiting wa “{He line thaf
with the g _States behing
it, the i asxcm cduld ‘not fai

“I ngyef talkeditp any Amer
(ans”MdRanu "Arangd
“Theye - were mapy  Cuba
‘groups  in Florida talkin
:about, invasion, ‘dnd I joine
,this ope becatise it was th
largest, and seemed to hav
the best chance. of suecess.”

So in the spring of 1963
when thousands d fled Fidd
Castro's regime “to qund
men were Lomergmg on 't
OpaJocka girp d% an,. ﬁga-
doned Navy and Marine ;
‘near Miami, in trucks and p
vate cars,” Unmarked Amer]-
can planes waited in the dar}.

“We ﬂrw ,f,rm,szh1 to Tra

tains of Lzuatemala
‘Rene Leyva, 49.
i Profcssional soldiers, ma,
tof them Americans, whippd
the men into shape. ‘
“1 practiced par abhu e
jumps with - Americans,” sa
i Arango. “I made five practi
jumps. I didn't ask them whit
they were doing there.”’
“1 cannot say if the Amegi-
cans were on active duty,
oficially representing thegr

ol EBIReIA e 2h60/6g1

At Lhe agmé time, men wif
ministrative skmc were

=

d talhuleu, the
Giuatemala, and from there to

Hseemed like 1 was waLLhi

By Jim Becker and Robért |tion 40, tlm coge name for a

new gover
The poli

ent fqr Cuba.

expeditionaty force was Man-

arms had rung through Flor- uel Artime, one of the original|roared
revolutionaries|pombed us. One of our anti
ho broke with Castro later|aireraft batteries jammed.

ﬂl ‘Jon the question of commu-

anti - Batista

controt of the invasion.
Dissension or no, the 1hva
sion

shift camps and’ W}th profes]of the men in 1t' wele aware

of any.

Puerto Cabeza in Nicaragua.

“We arrived at night andj,ng strafing, runs‘in the B-26s
moved in covered trucks in ajye had”
convoy to the docks. We spent
the night and most of the next

day there.
“1 stayed hehind at an air

the bombers and equipmeni,”
B-26 bombers.”
the w4y to

recalled.
most, 6f {Ee way. by U. S. de

go into actfun but they didn’t.”

declined, both then and now,

the 1nvas3)2n effort.)
Like Bad Movie

“1 saw one plane,”
Mario Santiago, April 20.

alr base in Cuba. T

.|go ashore,

. ¥From the, mgment of land-
ing T lost all physical sensa-

;ition,”

& had mo¥ic. Their men

‘scrﬁﬁmmg“ Patria © Muetter
» and | weary onths in- prison . .
then-they: fell dead They k
"|comirig i’ waves)

(‘Fatherland or death’)

“They were in cfdséd ranks

in the must amazing ma&ﬁr
Carbs’ siid.  “They

were klll (.
Back a
were goifng wrong.

SRR ae00 04
Humbertg Sanchez, 28, an in

to ettt mekinrs

ical chief of the friendly,”

L
i Fyen today, Artime will notipan her aground. The troops
G talk "~ about the training, orljumped off, but
storles thaf groups of various|water. Men were drowned and
political hues struggled £forigthers were killed by the straf-

went “forwhrd, and few|.over? Was it promised?

“] came down from the that it was. They said they
mountains on April 13,” sald\yould not let their names be
Leyva’s son, Eduardo, 17. “We | used for fear of reprisal from
I were flown from Trax to Re-
air base  in ties.

field in Ni¢aragua to help tend
the elder Leyva said, “We had few hours,” said Carbo.

“Nothing, much happened onjway leading into’ the beach
X uba,” young Leyvaland a small airport.”

Ve Were escorted
stroyers. We expected them to|were pouring east toward the
(U. S. ‘ilitary authorities|peen rushed a week earlier in

to say whether any American|a false invasion rumor. The
warships or’ planes aided in|hig Anti-Castro underground,.

‘ﬁ‘d sion ares, had been wiped out

It by mass arrests April 15 when
was ourt. Tt went over on the jnyasion” plam‘s attacked with-
L115th, on the way te homb anjgyt previous warning to the

“The méh went ifith boatls toz

saif young Leyva. “_11;' battle area and the tide began

J

go
broke under fire, but’scof ]’§ i
the armada, things|¥Meet his son.

“After the first boatloa& of cation,” said the boy.

fantrymal who whs waltmg ént notion:

“We thought the first B-2€
heading for us that dawn was
Sanchez sald “The
plane waggled its wings, then
in and strafed and

“Rockets and bombs set the
Holston on fire. The skipper

into deep
ng”
"I . Where “was  American air

of Cuban B-26
in Milami ibsist

A group
pilots now

other Cubans or U. S. authori-

“Wltho‘ut ‘uﬁghter chver, we.
could not make supply drops:

a pilot said.

“All of them disappeared.”
»The loss of the supplies was
to prove Xital but at first
things went well on shore.

“Casfro must have suffered
4000 casualties in those first
“Wel‘
captured an important high-

(In Havana tihat morning,
thousands of Castro’s -militia

Bay -of Pigs. These troops had
the other dircction to answer
which had prepared to blow

up bridges and tunnels be-
tween Havana and the inva-

underground.)
yOn Their Own

By nightfall Castro’s rein-
forcements liad reached the

1to turn. © Then the invaders’
supplies ran low.
s From then on it was long,

t months of poor food, uncer-
tainty'of the future and some-
h times inhuman treatment. At
1}ast, Castro agreed to let them

;I‘he elder Leyva flew from
Paterson, N. J., to Florida to

=0T want to complete my edu-
“1 nev-
er want to be in uniform again

0a0i10Q 3808

-l Luis Entrlalgo had a differ
“I'm ready to
Hack tomorrow.”
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